XIV
TO know something about the agricultural community is to know something about India, for the vast majority of the people are agricultural. In the Central Provinces we used to go about among them, and it was recognised as a duty to become acquainted with them. The Collector had to keep himself in touch with them, or he became, and was well known to be, an inefficient officer. He had to know the character of cultivation and the state of the crops in all parts of his District. The land revenue was paid to him at his own, or at one of the subordinate Treasuries. He was responsible for its prompt realisation, for understanding the reasons for any default, and for treating default leniently when the reasons for it were valid. The payments made by the Malguzar or Zamindar * are fixed not only on his home farm, but on the rents of the tenants. The condition of the tenants is therefore a matter of importance to the Collector, as well as the condition of the proprietor; and there is no part of a Collector's duty more important than going about among the people and, by frank talk with them and personal inspection of the village lands, ascertaining their actual condition.
This is also a duty which the people expect him to perform. They do not resent the fullest and frankest discussion of their affairs, but they very deeply feel any show of indifference.
* The Zamindar is literally the holder of Jhe land ; and the Malguzar is literally the man through whom the revenue is paid to Government Both of these terms are used for the proprietor of a village or group of villages.
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